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FIG. 1
(PRIOR ART)
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FIG. 2
(PRIOR ART)
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FIG. 3

(PRIOR ART)
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 6
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1
UNIQUE AND EFFICIENT GRILLE DESIGN
WITH INTEGRATED ENERGY ABSORBER
AND ENERGY ABSORBER WITH LOCKING
FEATURE

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to motor vehicle energy absorbers.
More particularly, the disclosure relates to an energy
absorber for a motor vehicle including a locking feature for
preventing separation during impact of a grille structure also
including an integrated energy absorber, thereby increasing
efficiency in absorbing impact energy.

BACKGROUND

Modern motor vehicles include a variety of safety features
to protect occupants of the vehicle in the event of a collision,
including safety belts, air bags, and bumpers. As is known,
typically a motor vehicle bumper will include an energy
absorber component. Such energy absorber components are
intended for impact protection in the event of a vehicle or
pedestrian impact, and are typically deformable elements
designed to absorb a majority of impact energy early in the
impact, while also ensuring pedestrian protection.

As shown in FIG. 1, in a motor vehicle 10, there is
typically provided a bumper assembly 12 which carries an
energy absorber 14. A grille assembly 16 and an air intake
element 18 are depicted also. With reference to FIG. 2,
conventionally the areas encompassed by the grille assembly
16 and the energy absorber 14 do not overlap (see brackets
A and B).

However, many modern motor vehicles incorporate grille
assemblies which cover a larger portion of the motor vehicle
front area, to provide increased air flow to the motor vehicle
engine for cooling purposes and also because of aesthetic
reasons and consumer preferences. Enlarging the grille
assembly 16 undesirably causes the area encompassed by
the grille assembly 16 to overlap the area encompassed by
the energy absorber 14 (see FIG. 3, brackets A and B). This
places the grille assembly 16 in an area of the motor vehicle
10 front where damage to the grille and also intrusion of the
grille into the motor vehicle 10 engine compartment is likely
in a frontal impact. That is, on frontal impact, the grille
assembly 16 is likely to separate from the energy absorber
14 since there is no connection therebetween. Safety regu-
lations do not allow grille assemblies 16 to be positioned in
areas likely to incur damage, unless the grille is proven to
absorb impact energy as an integral part of the energy
absorption system of the motor vehicle 10.

Simply fastening the energy absorber 14 to the grille
assembly 16 might alleviate this problem, but would present
additional difficulties and added complexity and cost to the
motor vehicle assembly process. Therefore, to solve these
and other problems the present disclosure describes an
energy absorber assembly for a motor vehicle. Advanta-
geously, the disclosed energy absorber assembly retains
engagement between a bumper-mounted energy absorber
and a grille assembly in the event of an impact, causing the
grille assembly to integrate into the overall energy absorp-
tion system of the motor vehicle, but does not require that
any portion of the grille assembly be actually fastened to the
bumper-mounted energy absorber.

SUMMARY

In accordance with the purposes and benefits described
herein, an energy absorber assembly for a motor vehicle is
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disclosed. The first energy absorbing component is carried
on a bumper assembly of the motor vehicle, and the second
energy absorbing component is included in a grille carrier
component of the motor vehicle grille assembly. The assem-
bly includes a first deformable energy absorbing component
and at least one deformable second energy absorbing com-
ponent associated with a grille assembly of the motor
vehicle. In embodiments, the grille carrier component
includes a plurality of second energy absorbing components
configured for slotting into engagement with a plurality of
corresponding first energy absorbing component receivers.
By this feature, the receiver and the second energy absorbing
component remain engaged as the first deformable energy
absorbing component deforms on receiving a frontal impact.

In another aspect, a grille assembly for a motor vehicle is
provided, including a grille element defining at least one air
inlet and a grille carrier element for supporting the grille
element. The grille carrier element includes at least one
deformable energy absorbing component which slottingly
engages a corresponding receiver defined in a motor vehicle
bumper-mounted deformable energy absorber.

In yet another aspect, a bumper-mounted or vehicle
fascia-mounted deformable energy absorber for a motor
vehicle is provided, comprising a deformable energy absorb-
ing component defining at least one receiver for engaging a
portion of at least one corresponding grille-carrier mounted
deformable energy absorbing component. The receiver is
configured to remain engaged with the corresponding grille-
carrier mounted deformable energy absorbing component
portion on receiving an impact.

In the following description, there are shown and
described embodiments of the disclosed motor vehicle
energy absorber assembly. As it should be realized, the
energy absorber assembly is capable of other, different
embodiments and its several details are capable of modifi-
cation in various, obvious aspects all without departing from
the attachment joint as set forth and described in the fol-
lowing claims. Accordingly, the drawings and descriptions
should be regarded as illustrative in nature and not as
restrictive.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawing figures incorporated herein
and forming a part of the specification, illustrate several
aspects of the disclosed motor vehicle panel attachment
joint, and together with the description serve to explain
certain principles thereof. In the drawing:

FIG. 1 shows a motor vehicle front including a conven-
tional energy absorber;

FIG. 2 shows the motor vehicle front of claim 1, wherein
the grille and energy absorber do not overlap;

FIG. 3 depicts a motor vehicle front having a larger grille
assembly, wherein the grill and energy absorber overlap;

FIG. 4 shows an energy absorber assembly according to
the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 shows a side view of the assembled energy
absorber assembly of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 depicts the shared energy absorption function of
the assembly of FIG. 4;

FIG. 7A depicts the interaction of the components of the
energy absorption assembly of the present disclosure prior to
a frontal impact;

FIG. 7B depicts the interaction of the components of the
energy absorption assembly of the present disclosure imme-
diately upon frontal impact; and
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FIG. 7C depicts the interaction of the components of the
energy absorption assembly of the present disclosure imme-
diately after frontal impact.

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments of
the disclosed attachment joint, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference is now made to FIG. 4 illustrating an energy
absorber assembly 20 according to the present disclosure. A
grille assembly 22 includes a grille component 24 and a
grille support or carrier 26. Included in the grille support or
carrier 26 are a plurality of grille carrier energy absorbers 28.

A bumper-mounted or vehicle fascia-mounted energy
absorber 30 is provided, including a plurality of spaced-
apart deformable energy-absorbing structures 32 which, as
is known in the art, individually deform upon impact and so
absorb the energy of the impact. As noted, the energy
absorber 30 may be mounted to a vehicle bumper or to a
fascia attached to the vehicle. Each of the structures 32
define a receiver 34 which receives a portion of a grille
carrier energy absorber 28. Thus, when the grille assembly
22 is assembled to the motor vehicle, a portion of each grille
carrier energy absorber 28 is slottingly engaged by a receiver
34 of the bumper-mounted energy absorber 30 (see FIG. 5).
As shown in FIG. 6, even in motor vehicles 10 where the
areas of the grille assembly 22 and energy absorber 30
overlap (see brackets A, B), by the interaction of the receiver
34 and the grille carrier energy absorber 28 the grille
assembly 22 and energy absorber 30 in fact create a pack-
aged element that shares the function of dissipating energy
of impact.

Specifically, as shown in FIGS. 7A-C, on a frontal impact
such as by a flat barrier 36, each energy-absorbing structure
32 begins to deform to absorb the energy of impact. As each
energy-absorbing structure 32 deforms, the engagement of
the grille assembly 22 and the energy absorber 30 is retained
by the slotting engagement of receiver 34 and grille carrier
energy absorber 28 (see circled areas in FIGS. 7B and 7C).
Because of this retained engagement, the grille assembly 22
and energy absorber 30 function as a unit to dissipate the
energy of impact. Lacking those structures, as energy
absorbing structure 32 fully deformed (see FIG. 7C) on
impact, the engagement of the grille assembly 22 and the
energy absorber 30 would be released and the grille assem-
bly 22 would separate from the energy absorber 30 and be
unable to contribute to absorbing the energy of impact.

Accordingly the skilled artisan will appreciate that the
presently disclosed energy absorber assembly provides a
simple and efficient mechanism for allowing a grille assem-
bly of a motor vehicle to become part of the energy
dissipation system of the vehicle. By this disclosed energy
absorber assembly, larger grille assemblies are possible
without violating safety regulations relating to impact pro-
tection.

The foregoing disclosure has been presented for purposes
of illustration and description. It is not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the embodiments to the precise form
disclosed. Obvious modifications and variations are possible
in light of the above teachings, and all such modifications
and variations are within the scope of the appended claims
when interpreted in accordance with the breadth to which
they are fairly, legally and equitably entitled.

What is claimed:

1. An energy absorber assembly for a motor vehicle,
comprising:
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a first deformable energy absorbing component; and

at least one deformable second energy absorbing compo-
nent associated with a motor vehicle grille assembly;

wherein the first energy absorbing component defines at
least one receiver for slottingly engaging a portion of
the at least one second energy absorbing component
whereby the receiver and the at least one second energy
absorbing component portion remain engaged on
receiving an impact.

2. The energy absorber assembly of claim 1, wherein the
first energy absorbing component is carried on a bumper
assembly of the motor vehicle.

3. The energy absorber assembly of claim 1, wherein the
second energy absorbing component is included in a grille
carrier component of the motor vehicle grille assembly.

4. The energy absorber assembly of claim 3, wherein the
grille carrier component includes a plurality of second
energy absorbing components each configured for slotting
into engagement with a plurality of corresponding first
energy absorbing component receivers.

5. The energy absorber assembly of claim 1, wherein the
impact is a frontal impact to the motor vehicle.

6. A motor vehicle including the energy absorber assem-
bly of claim 1.

7. A method for transferring at least a portion of an impact
energy associated with a frontal impact to a motor vehicle
grille assembly, comprising:

providing a first deformable energy absorbing compo-
nent; and

providing at least one deformable second energy absorb-
ing component associated with the grille assembly;

wherein the first energy absorbing component slottingly
engages a portion of the at least one second energy
absorbing component whereby the first energy absorb-
ing component and the at least one second energy
absorbing component remain engaged on receiving an
impact.

8. The method of claim 7, including providing the first
energy absorbing component carried on a bumper assembly
of the motor vehicle.

9. The method of claim 7, including providing the second
energy absorbing component as an element of a grille carrier
component of the motor vehicle grille assembly.

10. The method of claim 9, including providing the grille
carrier component including a plurality of second energy
absorbing components each configured for slotting into
engagement with a plurality of corresponding first energy
absorbing component receivers.

11. A grille assembly for a motor vehicle, comprising:

a grille element defining at least one air inlet;

a grille carrier element for supporting the grille element,
the grille carrier element including at least one deform-
able energy absorbing component, wherein the grille
carrier element including at least one deformable
energy absorbing component is configured for slot-
tingly engaging a corresponding receiver defined in a
motor vehicle bumper-mounted deformable energy
absorber.

12. The grille assembly of claim 11, wherein the grille
carrier element includes a plurality of deformable energy
absorbing components each configured for slottingly engag-
ing a plurality of corresponding receivers defined in the
bumper-mounted deformable energy absorber.

13. A motor vehicle including the grille assembly of claim
11.



